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THE HUGHES SITE

An Aboriginal Village Site on the Potomac
River in Montgomery County, Maryland

Introduction

This very interesting Indian village site was discovered in
the spring of 1937, on the lands of Frederick Hughes of Washing-
ton, D. C., by Nicholas and Roy Yinger, who are res1dents of
Frederick, Maryland., It is located about six miles south of
Poolesv1lle, Montgomery County, Maryland, on the north bank of
the Potomac River, within two hundred feet of the o0ld C. & O.
Canal, and about three-quarters of a mile west of Horsepen Branch,
a Small stream flowing into the Potomac.

The field upon'which the site is located 1s bounded on the
south by the C. & 0. Canal and on the north by a swamp that is
drained by Horsepen Branch. At this point the Potomac has a
flood plain about one-half mile wide that is subgect to inunda-
tion at very high water, the fleld being covered at times to a

depth of eight or ten feet. .

When the Yinger's located the village site, the field was
entirely clear of vegetation and a faint semi-circular line of
dark earth was visible, which they found upon investigation to
be graves and refusc pits that had remained undiscovered through

years of cultivation.

Mr. Nicholas Yinger obtained permission from Mr. Hughes!
father; who at that time resided on the farm, to excavate the
site, and by the end of the summer of 1937 he had opened a num-
ber of refuse pits and a group of graves contalnln twenty-six

skeletons.

This find was brouzht to our attention - the members of the
Department of Archacology of thwe Natural History Soclety of Mary-
land - by an article which appeared in the Baltimore Sunday Sun
sometime in August of 1937. A short timc later Mr. Frederick
Saffran and the writer visited lMr. Yinger for the purpose of sece-
ing the objects and skulls which he lad found. We werec invited
to visit the site, and on arriving there found an area measuring
rouzhly one hundred feet by twenty feet which contained a number
of partly filled cxcavations. This was the cemetery wherec the
twenty-six skeletons had becn found and where a few othor graves

x discovered later increased thc total number to 31, The earth in

this area was very dark from the abundance of ashes in the refusc
pits, into which most of the burials had been placed. Scattered
throughout the disturbed carth on the surface was a great amount
of anlmal bones with some sherds and frazments of human bone.

Mr. Yinger'!s carlier obscrvation of thec semi-circular direction
of the line of dark carth led him to believc that the graves and
refusc pits had been arranged in a circlc. This belief was found

to be correct.

As his intcntion was to completely cxcavate the site and
scll the objccts found, we decided to make some arrangement wherc-
by we could watch the work as it progresscd, survey the graves
anG pits, and photograph the burials. We wecre permittcd to do so
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on consideration that the burials we uncovered would be nur-
chased. N

We thercforc visited thc site at intcrvals on week cnds
from January to Junc of 1938, at which timc MNr. Yingor discon-
tinued work as hc thought thc site was exhausted. During thesc
visits we opened threc greves and photographed them together
with two that werc excavated by Mr. Yinger and one by the Mary-
land Acadomy of Sciences. As most of our time was occupied
with the survecy, which was supcrvised by Mr, Theodorc Eckert,
wec oursclves had littlo chance to dig, though-wo cleared out
two rcfusc pits and dug & tronch through and beyond one that

~ had boen proviously ecxcavated., Tho graves ond pits which had

becen clearcd in the interval of our v1sits wore also-exemined
and a number of objects, sherds, anc animal bones worc collccted
throuzh additionul dig;ing in places that had not beon complcte-
1y excavated. Wo madc no attcmpt to clear an arca large onough
to cxpose post holcs of a palisadc or houses ds we had not time-
cnough at our disposali However, the condition of the soil-is
such that traces of post holcs should be easily dotccted. The
members of the Natural History Soclety who helped in this work
were Mr. Fredorick Saffran, iMre Thecodorc Eckert, Mr. George H.
Stcarns and Mrs. Ri Es Stcarns: Somec of tho objocts and skolc~
tons rccoverod have boen given to the United States National

Muscum.

" Descriptions of tho @raves and Refusc Pits

As prcv1ously mentlonecd most of our workinﬁ time at the
sitc was used in making o survoy of the OXC“VQthnS, which con-
sisted of a numbcr of scparatc pits and a large arca that had
boen worked over to such an c¢xtont that 1t was impossiblc to do
much morec tlhian survey its outlince. This is the areca that was
being worked whon we first visited tiic sitc and is shown in
dottod lincs and marked on thce "Plan of Indlan Village" as Arca

A,

. As indicatecd on thc plan the pits werc placed in an irrcgu-
lar circlec with an opcn space at the north measuring onc hundred
and twonty feet across. Tosting revealed no graves or pits in
this spacc. Tuec line of dark carth observed whcn the site was
first discovered extcnded along the western side of the circle,
terminating on the south at Area A. Whon Mr, Yinger first
started to dig ho chosc an arca on the wostorn side of the site
and discovered & number of recfuse pits but no graves., We did
not survey thecsc dig ings as they werc nearly oblitcrated at .
the time we saw thom, but thoy were slightly to the cast of the
group of burials containing skcletons Numbers 39 to 42,

Thc noxt place choscn for cxcavation was Area A on thc south,
which was found to contain a totel of thirty-onc skclctons. As
somc of these werc multiplc burials we do not know how many actual
graves werce there. The position of threc graves in this group
can be rccordcd howcver, morkod as follows - Burial 1, Burial 2,

and Burial oO 351,

Burial 1’ contmlncd thc skcleton of a young person, thc samc
that was used to illustrctce thc story that appcarcd in thc Balti-

- morc Sun, and Burial 2 contalned at a depth of threoc and one-half
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foct the skeleton of on adult malce lying on the right side in

a floxed position. In cxanining Buf1ﬂ1 2, o smull triansuler
bleck stonc object was found which is shown in the drowing

(Fig. 15). This has flat sidecs and is slightly pitted-on botn
surfacos as if marked for perforation, So far as we could ascer-
tain no other objcets werce found in either of these graves.
Buriel 30-31 was o double intermment at a depth of two fect six
inches of o youth of acbout fiftecn ycars of age and a childa of
six (Plate 1,‘*1 1). A littlc morc than o dozen shell beads
were lying in the earth about the right WPLSt of the youth.

About half werce small flat beads made from fresh watcer musscl

hell and the remainder were small margincllas,

The carth within the limite of this groun of burials was
greatly mixed with ashes and rcfuse, and a great number of
sherds and ¢rtifucts-had becen tound by Mr. Yinger. By digiing
in various plaoces to undisturbed clay we found that the depth
of this dOUOSlu averaygoed cilghteen inchics in the arcas betwecen
the graves. The graves werce usuqlly coout two end one-half to
four fcet decp, cxcept thosc of sceveral infents that werc closer
to thc surfocc. In comparison with thce other graves and pits in
the site, Arca A showed much mord cvidcenecc of occupation, the
devogit of derir ash laden corth being slisghtly decper cnd con=-
toining more rceifuse ond artifacts. In digging in on undisturbed
part of this deposit ¢ few fcet to the north of Burial 30-31
the writcr found, in a spucc nmceasuring four by six Ifcet, onc
splinter awl, onc dcer scapula awl, piorced for suspension, one

mall bone punch, blunt at both cnds, and & pipc stom of clay,
decorated with dotted lincs appercntly applicd with a roulctte,
A nuniber of. sherds cnd animoel bones werce also found.

Dircetly to the east of Burial 2 and at 2 depth of opproxi-
matcly cighteen inches, the writcr found in frogments the clay
vesscl shown in the lower right hond corncr of Plate 2, Plg. 1.
Twonty foet further east a number of sherds, cnimal bonus, end a
ston¢ cclt were found in oan undisturbed portlon of a rcfusc pit
that was c¢bout two fcet in denth.

After clcaring out Arca 4, lir. ¢inxcr turncd his attention
3ain to thc western half of the Sltc, workin@'from'tho~cometory
qround to thc north, digging test pits at intervals of threo or
four fect ond cxcavating the refusc pits and groves as thoy werc
found. At this timc we .did somc digging oursclves, opening .
several graves and rcfusc plts which w111 be dGSCPLde in detelil,

Forty fect to the west of Arca A was o pit that had keen
partially excavated. Throush this pit wc ren a trench six fceot ”
wide for ¢ distonce of forty feet toward Arce A. The pit was
found to be consideraly larger than the original cxcavation,
being trough-sraned and mcasuring about ten fect long by five
feet wide, with a depth of two and onc-helf feet ot its dcopest
point. The remainder of the trench was cut through an area
barrcn of pits, Lut having a culturel layer of dark carth about
onc foot thick under six inches of topsolil. A few sherds, animal
bones, and twe broken becaming.tools wore found in this 1o yor.

No post molds were seen. The contents of the pit itsclf were
very interesting and @ chart has been proparcd showing the up-
proximate pogition of the various objects (Fig.l7). A list of
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the objects recovered is as follows:

305 body sherds :
36 rim sherds, 4 having lug handles

3 small triangular white quartz arrowpoints
1 fragment of a large quartzite arrowpoint or knife

7 fragmentary bcamino tcols

1 brokcn clay pipe (Plato 3, Fig. 1=})

1l splinter awl _

1 antler arrowpoint

2 blunt ot jects made of the ulna of a deer, one unfinlshecd
1l broken awl made from a deccr scapula .
1 stonc cclt (Plate 5, Fig. 2- 1)

Numcrous animal boncs

Lying on the vottom of the’ pit were two lﬂrgc fragments of

- a clay pot, ‘onc above the othcr, and at a distance of about throe

fect werc two morc largc fragments. A decr skull rosted on these
last two fragments and on the skull lay the broken half of a
bcaming tooliy, A fcw fcot further away the other half of this
boaming tool was found. This is the lowor specimen in Plate 4,
Fig. 1. The four large sherds werc 2ll from thce scme pot and
scemcd to comprisc tho entire vegscl, but werc poorly fired and
came cpart in flakes whon wo attemptod to romovc them. The
bottom of thc vesscl ospccially,.was in 1ittlc botter condition
than plain mud. We also found in this pit o stonc tompered rim
shord wlth a hoavy collar docorated with parallcl cord impressions,
This is shown in Plate 3, Fig. l-c, and is the only rim shord of
this typec that was found in the entire sitc, clthough scveral
body shcrds, apnarontly of this typc of ware werc rccovered.

“About six fect to the north of this pit Mr. Yinger found
what was probebly a filled in storago pit, as the ocarth within
it was but slightly discolorcd. A few sherds were present in
the soll and at a dopth of throe fcct was a complete beaming
tool madec from the front lez bone of a dccer. - This spocincen is
the third from thce top in Plato 4, Pig. l. -

Pit 155* '

‘This pit, ten fect beyond the one in the tronch, was partial-
ly cxcavatoed by us, and was finished by Mr. Yinger during our
absence., We aro not certain as to its dimcnsions, but it was
clso trough-shaped and at least ten feet long and very rich in
artifacts., Tiic center was a compact mass.of black wood ash,
plentifully mixed with animal bones and sherds. - Below is a list
of the artifacts reccovered by us:

125 body shords

16 rim sherds, 1 with lug handle

3 small quqrtz triangular arrowpoints

1l large brokcn rhyolltc triangular arrowpoint
1 antler arrowpoint

2 broken halves of becaming tools

3 splintcr awls

Animal Boncs

Foot note
#This number was given to this pit by Mr. Yingoer, but it is cer-
tain that thcere arc not this many pits in the entire site; howcvor,

we have listod our collection according to his numbers qnd do not

think it wisc to change thom.
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This was a large but shallow pit not cxtending down nmore
then two fect from the surfocece The dimeonsions of the cxcova-
ticn werc cbcdut fourteen by tean fect, Mr. Yinger cleared this
pit and found the following objeccts:

130 body shords.

14 rim sherds, 3 with lug hondles
1 frogment of a beaming tool
Animnl boncs

Pit 132

This was a bowl-shaped pit cbout five fect in ‘diametcer and
threcc feect decs in the center. The contents were as follows:

107 body sih.erds

14 riw sherds, 1 with lug handlo

4 smoll tricngular quoertz arrowpoints

2 broken veaming tools ' .

1 splinter awl of bonc (Plate 4, Fig. 2-7)
1 antler arrcwpoint

Animal boncs

This pit contained much wood ash and the culturcl objects
had been thrown in indiscriminntcly. This condition scemed to
apply to 21l the pits. :

Durinls 32-35

This grave contained the skcletons of four individuals ot
a depth of about four feect. By the time we arrived at the sitc
on tlhe morning that Mr. Yinger opcncd the grave, all the bones
with the exception of thrce skulls had been removed. Two of
the skulls- werc lying in such o position that they obviously
rcpresented o secondary burial., The other skull was scparated
from tiicsc two by cbout five fect, and as the neck bones werc
still in their provper place this was probably a flexed burial,
Details concerning the other skull are not known., According

~to lir. Yinger no objects. were found with thesc skeletons.

Burial 36

This was the tightly flexcd skeleton of an adult mele, at
a depth of thiree fect, lying on the right side, and was rcemoved

by members of the Section of Archacology of the Meryland Academy

of Scicnces. No objects were found with this burial other than
some sherds in the grave earth.

Buricls 39-42

This grave contained a secondary burial of three individuals
and thc flexed skcleton cof o child lying beoside thoem. Scattered
through thicse bownes were o fow fragments of creomoted burial, con-
sisting of perts of 2o skull and some Dits of lonz boncs., Amongst
the benes of the sccondary burial was a pendant made of the bacuwlum
or penis bone of a raccoon. The secondary burial is shown in
Plate 1, Pig. 2, with the crushed skull of the child uncovered.
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Aiter removing the secondary burials the child's skeleton was then
exposed and was Tound to be lying on its back with the legs part-
ly flexed and turned to the right. .

Burial 38

This burial was that of an adult female at a depth of mnear-~
ly four feet. A string of shell beads extended from the neck
to the hips. These were of. the same type as the long string shown
in Plate 3, Fig. 2. The left humerus, left clavicle, and some of
thie neck bones with a part of tne base of the slzull were mlssing.

Ten feet south of Burial 38 was the grave of a white man
lying extended on the back at a depth of about six feet. We com-
pletely uncovered this skelcton and found nothing but a few
T-headed iron naile necar the skull, After photog raphing tno
skull for identification, we recovercvd the skelecton. Mr. Yinger
opened and cramiliicd two burials, which also secned to be those
of white persons fifteen fect south of this onc. The remains of
o wooden coffin were still prescrved in one,  These pcople may
have been carly scttlors; at any rate, the fact that they were
buried in this s»ot is very intorcsting. Thesc white burials,
although within thc arca of the rcfusc pits werc not placcd in
any of them, Thcse were the only burials containing the skcletons
of white persons.

Directly in the center of this circlec of pits Mr., Yinger
found five graves containing scven Indian skcletons, MNearby werc
two pits fillcd with wood ash and rcfusc.

Personal ornaments weorc all that were found in association
with the Indian buria ls, which contained approximatcly sevonty
individuals, Tiicse chluded snell and bone beads, and bonc and
oyster shell pendants. A few sherds and animal bones wore found
in some of the graves, but as a number of burials were in rcfuse
pits, their precesence was probably sccidenta 1.

Lfter finishing the western side of tho sito, Mr. Yinger bo-
gun working the castern side and discovercd many morc gravces and
pits. While this sidc was beinz worked we were attendin@ to the
survey and consequently, having little time to dig oursclves, we
merely cxamined the work donec by Mr. Yinger,

One feact was noticcable in rcgard to the pits, - a number
of them werc trough-shaped with the longest dimension parallel
to the circumference of the circular plan of the village. (Sec
Plan of Village). We do not know whcther all of thcse pits,
othier than the graves, werc refusc pits or whether some werc firc-
places, All of them contained quantitles of ashes, and producocd
sherds, artifacts and animal bones, A small proportion of tho
animal bone showod traces of firc, yect, if tho pits were firs-
places, it would secm to the writer that many more bones should
show thec effcets of long continued fircs., In view of the fact
that we did no tcsting for post molds, 1t is also not known
whether the pits were inside or outside houses,

During the course of our cxcavations we found no objects of
Europcan conteact, and Mr. Yinger said that hc hed found nonec.




M

7o

Regarding the throc whitc burials previcusly mentioncd, it
is possiblc that they may huve some connection witl: the site,.
On the other hand, as no objects of Indicn manufacturc werc .
found with them, thielr location may be entircly fortuitous,

Pottery

Through purchase from HMr. Yinger and the rcsult of our own
work we secured apovroximately ten thousand sherds from the Hughes
sitee JFrom all these sherds it was possiblce to restore only four
vesscles, Thesce arc saown in Plate 2, Pig. 1o Tiie throe larger
pots werc typical of the ceramic stylc uscd . at this sitc. They
are wide mouthed, round bottomed vesgsclo withi cord impressions
on the c¢xtericrs, and arc further cwbellished with notched rims
and two oppositely placed lug handles. Approximatcely ten per cont
of all thc sherds recovercd Lad some form of decoration besildes
handles and notclicd rimg. The nobtechics on thie rims werce probably
applied witi: the same cord wrappoed paddle used to Impress the
outer surfacc of tlic pot, and in a aumber of instanccs, after
belng applied they hiad been partly obliterated by smoothing down
thc rim. In sowe spccimens a smooth objeet, which left no cord
improssions, had been uscd to make tiie notches. The voerious fomis
of lug handles and ria notches are siown in Plate 2, Flg. 2, and
by a page of drawings. Two sherds werc found that had decorations
on tize rim consisting cof holcs punched in with some hollow objecet
such £8 a small reced or bird bonc. Ounc of these 1s showvn by a
drawing (Fige 2).

tl:¢ sherds werc thosce of cords only; nct and woven fabric im-
pressions werc ontircly abscnt. It was furtiicr observed thut the
cord markings  in necarly all spccinens had been partially smoothed
dewn, and in o fow cascs cntirely obliteratcd. Only a fow sherds
were found that had not been smoothed at «ll and onc of thesc is

the frogment usecd in making the largest rostored pot shown in

Plate £, Pig. 1. Tie color of the warc is brown, of various shedes,
from light buff to & very dork browin, and cxhibits thiec usucl
mottlcd coloring common to Woodland vottery, caused by uneven fir-
ing. ‘ .

T¢ interiors of some vesscls hud a smooth black finish, which
-docs nct gecem to be a slip, as it ponctrates into the cloy. It
wes prcbably produced by burning tk:e pot upside down, cutiing off
the circulation of air in tlic intericr and causing the inside to
beeomc bleoclk,

The tempering natcerinl consists ir tlic main of the crushed
'shell of o sgpecics of froslh: water rmsscl that to this day is
founa in the Potomoe River. We have seen o number of sholls of -
this russcl ti:at had beon gathercd ot Point of Rocks, The shell
was never mixced with the clay in cxcegsive cmounts nor ia extrome- -
ly lerge particlcs. A very fow cxcoptions were found to this form
of tomporing material, soveral sicrds containing e finc sandy grit
mixcd with tic.clay.

It Is morc than likely that the vessels were built up by coil-
ing, but thce sherds show little evidence of this method since with
few exceptions the fracture lincs run in all dircctions. This

' It wos obscrved that the impressions ont the outer surface of
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condition was probably duc to the fact that the vessels were

quitce well made., The drawings (Fige 11) show two circular disks
of shell=tempercd clay that are the bottom picces of pots, and
thesc show evidence of coiling very plainly. There are several
merc of these disks In the collection togotiwcr with othcr sherds
from tlie bottom of pots which do nct at all show cvidence of coil-

in.g .

Concerning the fact that only two lug handles wore'uscd on
thesc pots, the writer advances thic following roasons. In the
first placc, no more then two handles were {found in any pert cf
tlie site that matched in shape, size, composition of clay and
decorative  technique. Purthermore, scveral large sherds 1in the
collection contain enough of thic rim to pasa the half way mark
between twoe oppositely placcd handles without showing additional
oncs. Thoe rostorcd vesscl in the lower right hand corncr of

- Plate 2, Fige 1, has its twec originel handles and shows no signs

of possessing others. These handles are not so promincnt as some
others and conscquently do not show up woll in the illustration.
Moreover, the crushed vesscl tn 2t was found in the trench con-
tains only two hendles, ‘

Some of the knob-like handles on the cnaell to medium-size
vesscls wore piorced for suspension, the holes, ncver larger than
one-quartcer incli in diameter, liaving been punched thrcugh the clay
whilce ‘it wes atill plastic. The kandlc on one pot was fornied hy
oxtending the rim outward somewhat like the 1ip of a modern wator
pitcher., A4 decoration in the form of a dcublo triangle of punched
acts was plocod on the hondle facing the inside of the vessel,
(Drawing, Fig. 1)

. In sizo these vesscls ranged from abcocut four or five inches
in height to very lorge forns, probably as much as cighteen inches
in lieight ond dlameter, but since we werc unablce. to rcstoro any
of the largor tnes, thesc ncasurcricnts arc only approximate. A
study of the curvaturc of the slicrds shews that a mediwa-size
vesscl was proforroa, averaging from oiwnt to ton inches in height

and about tne saric in dimaotcr.

Deccorative dcsign, when present, wes usudlly applicd to tlie

‘neck of the vessel just below the rim cud consists of patteras

formed with punchoed dots, or trailed lines, ond a fow oxamplcs

that werec Impresscd w1th cord. Certain of the drawings illustrating
thesce designs are unnunberoed., They arce all shell- tonpurud with the
cxception of tlhe shierd dircctly above Fige 9.

4L design appcearing on several vesacls consists of a chevron-
like mark., This was usuully applied just below the rim, but onc
sherd from a very larpge pet contains tiiis desisn nince inchies below
the rim at thoe grectest widtii of the vessel and spaced feour inchos
apart  (Drawing, Fig. 8). 4nothor dosiyn, obsérved on only onc
sherd, consists of greups of finger ncil impressions placed at
intervals some ‘six inchos bolow Lho rim of a fairly large pot.
(Drawing, Fige 5).

An intceresting design is shown bv a drawing (Fiz. 4). This was .
placed about four inchos beclow the r Tle That part of the vesscl
between the rin and decizgn is polished quite smooth whilc tlhe part
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below the design is hcavily cord marked. 4 sherd with a trailed
linc pattern is shown on Plete 5, Fige. l1-g. A sherd from a
srall vessel that contoins a design composcd of a double row of
very small punched dots is illustrated by a drawing (Fig. 6).
This sherd is very thin, about onoc~eighth inch, of a rich brown
cclor, and sparscly tcempered with very finc part*cles of shell,.

A number of sherds from small cup-like vesscls were recovered.
The ccmposition of the clay of most of them is very sandy and
contains nc cther tempcring material, The fow exceptions con-
tain beth shell and sand, The color range is from a brick red
to dark grey. Cecrd inpressicns were not applied to tlic extericr
as on the larger pots, nor did they have lug handles. The sherds
are rather thiclk for such small vessels, some as much as one~half
inch at tho bottom and onc-quartcer inch at the rim. Thec smallest
restored vesscl skhown in Plate 2, Fige 1, is of this type. It is
sand-tempercd, dork grey in colcr and is not deccoratced. The sherd

- shown in Plote 3, Fig. 1l-q, is 2lso from one of these small cups.

It is sand-temperecd, brick rcd in coler and has a notched rim
with 2 row of dots punched in bcléw the rin and a chevron design
below the dots, The drawing, Fig. 7 shows another shord that 1s
sand-tempered, light buff in color, with ~ notched rim and dct
decoration. Another buff colorod sand-teripercd’ sherd is shown
by a drawing, (Fiz. 8). This has a notched rim, incised design

and chevron-like mark.

The fow sherds yet to be described present featurcs that are
sornewhat diffcrent from thce usual typce of warc used at the Hughcs
sitc and although they were probably nade tborc, thcy seccnn to . -
suggest outsidc influcnce.,

Plate 3,.F1g. l-b. This sherd was found in thc carth above
Burial 38, It is tempercd with crushcd quartz and bears a crude
design of trailcd lines., The rim is smooth and without notches.

Plate 3, PFig. l-c. This sherd is tempered witli crushed
quartz and posscsscs a thick collar with two parallel cord im-
prossions and 1lndentations at the overhang of the coller, The
rim is flat and withcut notches. These features arc cormon to
certain forms of ware occurring at other sitcs alony the Petomac
above -tidewater and -in the Shenandoch Valley. This was the only

- rin sherd ¢f this typc found at thce Huzhies sltce. :

Pleatc 3, Fige 1-d. This sherd is similar tc thic onc just
described, but in somc respecets it resombles the Hughcs sitc were
in thet t.c rim is notel:ed and the composition of tic clay, wlhiich
is shell tonporpd rescnblcs that of tiic local pottery.

Plate 3, Pns. l-es This sherd is shcll-tompored with o flat
smooth “jn_gna boars a design formed by o sorles of shart punchos
mede with o pointed 1nplcuont.

Plate 3, Fige 1-f. This rim slicrd is sinilor to Pig. l-e
in treatuent, the design being applicd in thie same manncr, but
the toempering material i1s crushed quartz. :

Druw1nu, Fig. 9. This sherd is light buff in color and is
teupered with crushed quartz. The design consists of trailed or
ineised lincs and the exterior cord markings have beon smoothed
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- ===+~ area Of excavation

——meee oUtline of pit

- - outline of original excavation

Contents of Pit

- 2 large sherds’ -

- broken bcaming tool lying on deer skull which in turn was
placed upen twe large sherds

- broken beaming tool

- clay pipe

- gsplinter awl

and G - brcken besming tools

- stone celt

- antler arrowpoint ‘

- blunt implement made from deer ulna (Plate 4, I'ig. 2-k)

- blunt implement made from deer ulna (unfinishoed)

- broken beeming tool '

- broken awl nade of deer scapula

and 0 - broken beaming tools

Pogition ¢f sherds and arrcwpoints arée not reccrded.
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away where tlic design was placed.

The shord just cbove Filg. 9 boars a design of threc thin
parallcl cord imprcssions, The clay is very gritty and grey in
color,

Drawing, Fig. 10. This sherd is grey in color and'vcry
gritty in CL“pusitlon. The desisn has boen applied with thin
cords,

Pipcs

Tiic gencral characteristics of the pipes found at the Hughes
site can best be noted by exomining tiwe four brelien specimens
shown in Platec 3, Fig. 1-h, i,j,k. All the pipes found arc made
of clay and contain no tempering materials otiicr than what secms
tc be natural impurities. The color is elther grey or brown, One
speciman now beclonging to the Maryland Academy of Sciences hes a
diamond-shaped necuthpicece, sinllor to thosc -illustrated in the
15th Annual Repert of the Burcau of Ethnology, and rcported as
coming from various parts of tidewater Virginia. However, the
usuul shape of the stem and mouthplece of tLo Hughos site pipces
was round. 4 desgcription of the four pipes illustratod in Plate 3 -
Fige 1 1is as follows:

h - 4 stem of grey, polished, untcmpercd clay contoining a
Gesign cpplicd with a roulcttcs Found in Arca A,

i - Part of a bowl of grey clay flecked with minutce particlés
of mica. The bowl contzins a plcasing design that was applied
with a pointed implenent.

j - 4 bowl and pert of the stom of a pipe of zroy fire-mottlod,
untcmpored clay. .

k - The sten and basc of tic bowl of this pipe, which 1s made
of brown untenmpered clud, is necarly on a straight linc.

Objeccts of Shcll

These specimens consist cntircly of beads cnd pendants and”
were found witl: skcletons, usunlly those of woren and children.
The forr of shell bead in principal usc was made frenm the fresh
woter rmusscl and is 1llustrated in Plate 3, Pig. 2, by tlic longest
string and by scvercl loose speciriens. Sfmo of tHo"e beads are
very srall anG thore is also considerablc variotion in the sizc of
the perforation in rclation to thic bead os car be scen from tihce
locsc specimons in the plate. Sone of tle perforaticns are cylin-
drical and otliers are bevceled on onc or both sides of the bead.
This string of beads was obtaincd thiroush purchasc, ond is nadc up
of parts of .scveral stronds found with diffcerent skcletons. Thoey
arc identically thie samc as the beads found with the skoleton in
Burial 3G,

A short string of cylindrical beads made froa the coluniclla of
a 201l univolve is shown at thic bottom of Plate 3, Fic. 2. Onc
bcau in this string 1s moade from o specics of Dentaliwi. Tiese we
obteined through purchose and have no dete ceneerning thenm, cther

. o -
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than the fact that they were found with a burial and that the
few we have are not as many as were originally found.

We also obtained through purchase the two oyster shell
pendants shown in the same plate with the beads, concerning which
we have no data except that the smaller of the two was found with
Burial 12 (not recorded on Plan), and that both came from the
group of burials in Area A. The perforation in the larger speci-
men is largely the work of the marine shell borer, but has been
artificially smoothed on the inner surface of the shell. The
perforation in the smaller specimen is entirely artificial,

About a dozen beads, half of which were small marginella
shells beveled in the usual manner for stringing were found about
the right wrist of the youth in Burial 30-51. These we have been
unable to identify.

Bone and Antler Objects

The Hughes site was very prolific in bone implements,.wilth
a wilde range of types, of which thc most notable were fleshers
or beaming tools made from the cennon bones of thie deer. Seventy-
nine specimeng are known to have been recovered, of which nine
were complete., WNearly all of the brolien specimens were fractured
in the center, wvhich is the thini.ect and weukest part of the im-
plement and nonc of them matched.

Platc 4, Fige. 1 illustrates four complete specimens, of
which two were fashioned from boncs of the foreleg and two from.
the hindlogs Of the total number recovered, about twenty per
cent were made from bones of the forcleg, cighty per cent from
boncs of the hindleg, and one specimen was made from a bone other
than a cannon hone.

The most numerous type of implemonts rccovered were awls
made from splinters of the leg bones of deer, and from bird and
other animol bones., Although we were unable to get an cxact
figure as to the¢ number found, the writer belicves that betweon
one hundrcd and fifty and two hundred spccimens would be about
thc corrcect number,

Platc 4, Fig. 2, asidc from splintcr awls,.shows a number

‘of other forms of bone objects, most of which werc found by our

party. A description of the objeccts illustrated in this plate
and the number rccovercd, is as follows:

"late 4
Mig, .2

Awl made from biré bone, th:ree specimens,

- Deer scapula awl, pierced Icr suspension. 7Two Droken

specimens were also found.,

C - Pointed implement made from a prece of flat vone,
one specimen.

D - A small implement with a polished, beveled surface at
the working end. This surface appears to have been
produced by rubbing or volishing, and is sli htly reddish
in color. The drawin: (®i., 14) shows another view of
this Implement enlar:;ed about two and one-half times.

e
!
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The implement originally was longer as 1t shows un-
mistakable marks of cutting. _ _

E - Small punch, blunt at both ends, one specimen.

F = Large splinter awl made from deer leg bone.

G - Small implement, blunt at one end, opposite end cut
and snapped off,

H - Cuttingzg implement nade from a beaver's tooth. Two
of these were found.

I - Splinter awl made of deer leg bone,

J - Bone fish hook., Approximately six complete speci-
mens were recovered and two in an unfinished state.

K - This implement is made from the ulna of a deer and
is blunt and polished at the working end. One other
specimen has the pointed end cut off but has not been
polished, No rointcd implements of this bone were
observed at the Hughes site. Although numbers of -
decr ulnas wcrc rccovered, these two were the only
ones that had teen fashioncd into implcements.

L - A pendant made from the bhaculum or penis bone of .a
raccoon. This specimen was Tound amongst the boncs
of the secondary burial shown in Plate 1, Fig. 2.
The holcs for suspension have been cut in from the
top and side. Onc other specimen and several un-
worked bones werc rccovcered.

Several fragments of tortoisc carapace were found that
had been pilerced ncar the odges, and which bore othcer signs of
working, - for instance scratches and rubbing marks on the back
of the shcll, showing that the outer plates had becen removed.

These carapaces wcrc probably uscd for rattles or cups
and perhaps as pendant ornaments.

We obtaincd from Mr. Yinger two bone beads, one of which
was found with a burial, This specimecn is highly polished and
is oval in cross scction. The hole through this bcad is quite
large and appears to be the natural hollow in thce bonec, but
has been polishcecd to the same cxtent as the outside. This
bead is illustrated by a rull size drawing (Fig. 12).

The other bead is shovn by a full size drawing (Fig. 13),
and is madc from a solid piecc of bone. The hole for threcad-
ing is a little lecss than onc-sixteenth inch in diametcr.

The principal use for antler at the Hughes sitc was in
the making of projcctile points, of which we obtained ten more
or lecss complecte specimens and scveral fragments., The total
nuabcr rccovercd by ir. Tinger is not known, but there were un-
doubtedly many morc. Howcver, stonc projcctile points were far
morc nwisrouvs, .

Somc of the antler projecctile points, typical of thosec used
at this site, are shown in Plate 5, Fiz. 1. The spccimen at
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the far right is a perféct and beautifully made point that was
found §n Recfusc Pit 135, The point on the extreme left was riade
from a piccc of antler that secms to have boen previously used
as a flint working tool. It had been hollowcd in the base for
insertion of a 'shaft similar to the rcst of the points, but no
attempt had been made to smooth down thc roughtnotches caused
by flint chipping. '

Bones of food animals were abundant in the pits and in the
immediate vicinity and consisted principally of the remains of
the Virginia decr,” Also present in much smaller quantities werc
the remoins of c¢lk, raccoon, fox, becaver, ground hog, muskrat,
squirrel, skunk, and therc wos onc mandible of a wild cat. Birds
werc reprcscnted by turkey and several others which we have not
yet identifiecd. Tortoise and turtlec boncs were numerous.

Stone Objects

The mest numerous of the stone objects found by our party
werc projectilc points; about threc dozen in all, Altogcether no
loess than two hundred were collceted by Mr. Yingor, ncarly every
pit containing ot lcast onc, Most of thesc werc small triangular
points made of white quartz, scveral oxamples of which are shown .
in Plate 5, Fig. le It will be. secn that therc is one stemmed
point shown in the 1lluatrotion which is made of the same form
of white quartz as the others. Therc werc only a fow of these
found. On Plate 5, Fig. 2, scveral points are shown that are
made of quartzite and rhyolitc. The few spccimens illustrated
arc the only onecs that were recovercd. ' :

Plate 5, Fige. 2, also shows scveral cclts and hammerstoncs.
Eight celts and one small double=cndecd chisel werce found. The
matcrial of which.they are made is a hard blue-grecn rock. No
grooved axcs were uncarthed at this site. Thce hammcrstones
colleeted are of tho usual types that can be found on nearly any
ancicnt Indian sitc. : :

Scveral irregular picces of steatite were found which bore
the marks of stonc chisels. One of these had a very crudely
chiseled, shallow cavity worked in on onc surface. No objccts
nade of steatitc were found other than theso. ‘

Onc small fragment of hard rcd hcematite has two rubbed sur-
faces and 1s probebly a piece of paint stonc,

Two gorgets made of dark purple slate were found by Mr. Yinger.
One of these wag securcd by us and 1s shown by a drowing (Fig.l6).

A description of the objects shown in Platec 5, Fig. 2, is as
follows: ' '

o = Spherical hammerstone of quartz.
b - Hommerstone of hard bluc-grecn rock flaked on the ends,
pecked on the sides and containing one polishcd surface
~as if it had beon used as a polishing stonc.
¢ = Drill-shaped arrowpoint of rhyolite.
d - Arrowpoint of quartzitc. _
¢ = Broken blade of gquartzitc found in tronch.
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- Brokcn triangular point of rhyolite from Pit 135.

- Hommerstene of rough groy rocke.

- Unfinished, broken butt of a cclt of bluc-grecen rock,
and j - Two much uscd cclts of the same type of rock as .

503

Conclusicn

The exccllent condition of the skeletons and implcmontd found
at the Hughec sitc docs not secm to indicate any great age for
‘its occupancy. -Nevertholess, as therc were no objects of Europcan
manufacture found, it. would secm that the vlillage was cccupied
befere tho rr1val of the white man. The discovery of the three
white skolcuons may cast some doubt on this assumption. Unless
it can be proven that these whitc people were scttlers cf a later
pcriod their proscnce at the site will have to ve t ken into con-
sideration.

At the pcriod of whitc contact the Indlans living in the
Chesapcake Bay arca were of AJgonkiﬂn stoclz, their territory cox-
tending to the falls of tho groat rivers drainiug into the Bay.

The land lying to the west of the fall line was occuplcd by tribes
speaking a S*ouwn diﬂlcct. This territory included tno ohcnando“h
clley and the Potommc River above tidewatcer. -

It is true, however, if onc mey Judge by pottery and other -
artifacts found, that certain village sitcs to the west of the
fall lirne on the Potomoc River were occupied by Algonki s before .
white contact. Thesc sites of probable Algonkian origin cxtend
o8 far up river as Van Deventer Island and possibly a blt farther,

There arc sites occurring along this stretch of the river
that producc pottery of a typc that is different from the ware
uscd by the Algonkians. This form of pottery is also found in the

. Shenandoah Vallbv Thesc vesscls arc tempered with stone and

have heavy ceord impressecd collars at the rims. The type is shown
by the single riw sherd that was found at the Hughes site (Plate
3, Fige 1=C)e '

- Near the hcodwoters cf the Shenandoah and also further south
cn New River, occurs another form of poettery having loop handles
connceting the rim and neck of the vessels This woare somcwhat
rcserzbles that from the Hughes sitc, but 1thou"h sorie of the lug
handles at the Hughces sitc are pilcereccd for subpon31on, none was
found that hod loop handlcs rescmbling those from New River,

The traits that form thie culturc of the Hughes sitc are very

~well defined, since throughout the cntirc sitec, the same forms

of pottery, stonc and bone implements were found, and thosc ob-
jects that scemed to show outside influcnce werce scldom encoun-
tered. In discussing the subject of inhumotion with Mr. Yinger,
we noted particularly that flexed burials, secondary burials,
and cremation werce 2ll used in disposing of the dead, dbut crema-
tion was seldom practiced, ‘

It may be said dcfinitel* that thec pottery . and a number of

- the other artifacts found at t}o Hughes site do not rescmble those

of the Chesapeakée Bay Algonkianse. Certain featurcs of the nmaterial
culturc, such as a well dcfined bonc industry, and the preference

(
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for-colts and anmall trianzular arrowpoints, tend to suggoét Tro-

- quoian influence., On the other hand the pottery bears little or
no rescmblance %o that attributed to the Ircquolis., Pottery dis-

tinctly Iroquoian. und in no way rosembling that from the Hughes .
site has been dlSCOVGPOd in West Virginia on the South Fork of

"the Potomac Rlver.

Although many encampﬁcnts and bur Jdl'grounds‘h&ve been lo-
cated in the regions under consideration, it 1s doubtful if the

naterial cultu“o of any of them oxcept that of the Algonkians
- and p0351b1y the Iroquois, has as yet been p031t¢vcly identificd

as beclonging to. historically known tribes, It will be scen: from
the foregoing obuservations. that the matter of identifying the
Fughcﬂ site pcoplo should noct be attempted until more. work has
been dong in thig region.. The writer. sincercly honos that the
information prosontcd In this procecdings will be of some value

- to thch who ‘are interosted in the Archaoology of this arod.
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